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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the 
Signal Seeker. In addition classified advertisements 
may be submitted for inclusion as space permits. Email 
is the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan 
both text and pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Spring March 15 March 29 
Summer June 1 June 15
Fall September 1 September 15
Winter December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Chairman: 
K.C. Strawmyre at suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Cc: Signal Seeker editors at jocarpenter@comcast.net,
   or secarpenter@comcast.net

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chairman K.C. Strawmyre suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com
Vice Chairman Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Treasurer Don Harris donh45@yahoo.com
Secretary Jim Hofferbert hofferje@comcast.net
Judging Chairman Rick Aleshire mdninja1@hotmail.com
Regional Directors
Northeastern John & Mary Jo Yglesias yglesiasj@cox.net
Southeastern Jerry & Susan Duffey duffey302@cox.net
Southwestern Page Campbell pcampbell3618@comcast.net
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson wilball@comcast.net

2013 MAC Board of Directors

Contact MAC Chairman,
K.C. Strawmyre

at

*  *  *
for more information

suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Appointed Board Members   
Charitable Activities Mike Gardner michael.gardner@mindspring.com
Historian Vacant 
Membership Manager Reid Newcomb newcomb.reid@comcast.net
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert  hofferje@comcast.net 
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Dick Schmid rnschmid@chartertn.net
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird envcons@comcast.net
Personal Property Manager Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Editors-in-Chief John & Susan Carpenter jocarpenter@comcast.net
  secarpenter@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us
  wilball@comcast.net  
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net
  turnerjt63@comcast.net
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson/Leslie Lemish  gary.wilkerson@comcast.net
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2013
MAC Schedule of Events

Welcome New Members
For detailed contact information on new members, 
please email Reid at newcomb.reid@comcast.net

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new 
members. Our chapter has been growing and striving 
to meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come 
from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on 
restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history 
and some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive 
on a Sunday afternoon. Whatever your interests may 
be, please take some time to mark your calendar with 
our upcoming events and activities. As always, we look 
forward to seeing you and your family attending MAC 
events (your car or cars to be included of course). 
Should you have any membership questions, please call 
Reid Newcomb at (410) 742-3070, email: newcomb.
reid@comcast.net or contact any MAC officer.

MAC 
Membership

Reid Newcomb

July 21-26 NCRS National Convention
Hampton, VA

Aug 23-25 Corvettes at Carlisle - 
NCRS Gallery XIII
Carlisle, PA

Aug 24 11th Annual Picnic 
Shippensburg, PA
K.C. and Sue Strawmyre (717-423-6735)
Mike and Connie Hair (717-263-0792)

Sept 19-22 Louisiana  Chapter Deep 
South New Orleans
Regional
Kenner, LA

Oct - TBD Annual Meeting

Oct 17-19 Texas Chapter Regional Meet
Frisco, TX

Dec – TBD MAC Western Region
Christmas Dinner
Ron Wilson (301-463-5570)

No new members reported.

1963 Corvette Photos Copyright ©2011 James L. Board 

COLONIAL VIRGINIA

NCRS NATIONAL
20132013

NCRS
NATIONAL

Hampton, Virginia 
July 21 - 25
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It’s summer and it’s hot...tops down or air on! We’ve had 
some of our tech sessions and it’s always great to see a good 

turnout at them. A lot of different topics have been presented by 
our members and I would like to thank every presenter for their 
efforts. Special thanks go to Klick Lewis Chevrolet in Palmyra, 
PA for hosting a tech session. The sessions are a great way to 
learn and an excellent opportunity to ask questions. We had a 
sneak preview of some of the presentations that will be given at 
the convention at Hampton. 

K.C. Strawmyre

Chairman’s 
Message

I attended the spring regionals in Bowling Green, KY, Boston, 
MA and Lake Tahoe, NV; they were good events with some 
great cars and it was nice to see some MAC members at each 
of these. 

MAC had the final walk-through before the convention in 
Hampton in May; everyone seems to be getting all the final 
details tied down for this event and it looks like we are going 
to have a good attendance. We still need volunteers because 
it never hurts to have extra people helping. We need a few 
more shuttle bus drivers to go between hotels picking up 
and delivering people to the Convention Center. Contact Jane 
Ravenberg if you can volunteer in any way, even if you can help 
only one day, that would be greatly appreciated.  I hope to see 
lots of MAC at the convention.

Upcoming events for late summer and early fall will be Corvettes 
at Carlisle with our annual picnic and MAC’s annual meeting. 
The next newsletter will have the date for the annual meeting so 
you can mark your calendars and attend. 

John Carpenter

Editor’s
Note

Well, hello everyone. June 21 marked the start of summer and 
I’m ready to experience some great car events.  I was exploring 

the Web last week and was amazed at how many entertaining things 
there are to do relating to Corvettes. As your appointed Signal 
Seeker editor for the Mid Atlantic Chapter (MAC), NCRS, I can only 
say that the Corvette restoration hobby, thanks to NCRS, has some 
of the most valuable assets available for our use. Not only are there 
fantastic publications to refer to during your restoration projects 
but there are videos, clothing, and hundreds of experienced NCRS 
members to help and advise. Many of these members are vendors 
who know how much accuracy matters. They are, in many cases, 
painfully aware of what a factory original part is and they know 
where to procure the “real deal.” Further, NCRS has fun and 
educational tech sessions, a world-class National Convention every 
year, chapter annual meetings, picnics, and regional judging events 
all around the world. Yes, I’m tooting our horn!

I was reflecting recently on how much fun it has been owning 
Corvettes over the years. While most of us focus on Corvette 
restoration and certification events, there is an additional benefit the 
Corvette offers in the form of socializing venues.  For example, there 
are major car shows like Corvettes at Carlisle, Bloomington Gold, 
the Black Hills Corvette Classic, National Corvette Homecoming, 
and local club shows to name just a few. There are Corvette racing 
events from Summit Point, to Virginia International Raceway, to 
Lime Rock, to Le Mans, and local autocrossing events. There are road 
tours, local Corvette car shows, Concours D’Elegances,  cruise-ins, 
swap meets, car corrals, Corvette auctions, parades, road rallies, 

poker runs, and more. Our international friends in countries around 
the world have wonderful shows to experience like the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Reif Estate Cruise-in, Ontario, Canada, and events 
sponsored by clubs such as Heartbeat Corvette in Holland, Corvette 
Club of Austria, Corvette Italia in Italy, Christchurch Corvettes New 
Zealand, and the Australian Corvettes Association, again, just to 
name a few. If you travel overseas, make sure you contact the local 
club and take advantage of some of these great happenings. It all 
adds to the Corvette experience.

I want to thank all the MAC members who have provided great 
content for Signal Seeker.  As your editor, I am always looking for 
good technical articles, personal Corvette stories, and anything that 
will entertain our members while at the same time provide helpful 
technical information. Thanks to MAC member, Dan DePumpo, in 
this issue I am profiling a true Corvette enthusiast who has been 
driving Corvettes for nearly 50 years. Actually, he has been driving 
the same Corvette for nearly 50 years! You will enjoy reading his 
story. I am also including Part 2 of Frank O’Donnell’s ownership 
pursuit of his ‘67 coupe. Frank certainly was unwavering and 
persistent, qualities needed in this hobby. In the fall issue of Signal 
Seeker I will profile a MAC member whose entertaining life story of 
his ‘67 will amaze you.

NCRS, as with any organization, does all that it does thanks 
to dedicated volunteers. Good tech sessions, great National 
Conventions, fun picnics, and memorable road tours don’t just 
happen. They are worth attending thanks to all the many hours of 
planning and work, by volunteers!  Many of MAC’s current officers 
and  volunteers have been serving the chapter for several years.  
They look to our talented members to volunteer for positions 
and provide help where they can. Our chapter will only be as 
good as it’s members. Please think of new venues you’d like to 
see MAC pursue but in the mean time offer to be a presenter at 
a tech session, run for a position as a MAC officer, contribute in 
some way. Volunteer for something! By giving back, you will find 
membership very rewarding and enjoy many experiences you can 
be proud to remember and reflect on.
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The History of a 1965 Corvette Coupe Part Two

by Frank O’Donnell (Tenth and Current Owner)

THE HISTORY OF 1965 CORVETTE COUPE 
VIN#194375S106379
BUILD DATE:  Friday, January 8th, 1965
PRODUCTION DATE:  Saturday, January 9th, 1965
ORIGINAL DEALER: 
Vic Potamkin Chevrolet, Miami Beach, FL

1ST OWNER: Dorothy V. Koolish, Miami Beach, FL  
 Purchase date:  1-23-1965
 Title# 2046909
 Price:  $5,975.90
2nd OWNER:  Eugene Hillman, Jerseyville, IL  
 Purchase date:  7-7-1972
 Title# J1650615
3rd OWNER: Robert T. Hunter, Jerseyville, IL  
 huntersrun@frontiernet.net
 Purchase date:  6-22-1973
 Title# K1708565
4th OWNER: Gilbert W. Manns, Dorsey, IL  
 Purchase date:  5-21-1974
 Title# N1203212
5th OWNER: Dennis Klein, Moro, IL  
 Purchase date:  5-20-1975
 Title# P1701560
6th OWNER: Merle Hazelwonder, Godfrey IL 
 618-466-6548
 merlehaze@gmail.com
 Purchase date: 1-18-1977
 Title# S676854
7th OWNER: Granite City Motors (Dealer)
 Watson Dillard, Melbourne, AK
 Purchase date:  4-15-2002
8th OWNER: Everett Brewer (Restorer/Dealer)
 Corvettes Unlimited of America, Inc. 
 Ozark, MO 
 Purchase date:  3-03-2003
 Title# QB122371
 Mileage on title:  40,153
9th OWNER: Don Clutter, Sacramento, CA 
 Purchase date:  9-12-03
 Title# CA73337753
 Mileage on title:  40,429

I was looking for an easy to 
drive, comfortable, mid-year 

Corvette coupe of driver or 
better quality...

this was exactly the car 
I had been looking for...

Editor’s Note:  This is the conclusion of Frank’s remarkable story (see Spring edition). 
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10th OWNER: Frank O’Donnell
                        Roanoke, VA
                        Purchase date:  8-11-2005
                        Title# 50893969
                       Mileage on title: 40,881

Don had an ad for his 1965 Goldwood Yellow Corvette 
coupe in Hemmings Motor News for four months 
before I spotted it. I was looking for an easy-to-drive, 
comfortable, mid-year Corvette coupe of driver or better 
quality. This was exactly the car I had been looking for:  a 
yellow 1965 with small block; automatic transmission; air 
conditioning and power disc brakes. The power windows 
and other options were just icing on the cake.  

After talking with Don on the phone, I had the car 
professionally appraised and photographed at his home.  
Next, I flew from Virginia to California to inspect and drive 
the car. It was love at first 
sight. Sound familiar? That 
same week I purchased the 
car and had it transported 
across the country by FedX 
Passport Auto Transport in 
an enclosed trailer.  

I started immediately to 
repair anything I could 
find wrong with the car. 
Safety concerns came 
first. I changed out the 
replacement bias ply tires 
for new “goldline” radials, 
replaced all four shocks 
with Delco gas units and 
completely rebuilt the front suspension. After a close call 
lane-changing incident, I added a correct passenger-side 
outside rear view mirror to keep me from totaling the car!

As more and more “Corvette” people saw the car, I was 
constantly being told it would be an excellent candidate 
for a restoration. Experts sited the originality, the 
condition, and the low mileage as reasons to restore the 
car to its original condition.  

In 2007, I moved to Baltimore.  On a cold, winter morning 
I was in a local repair shop having new valves and 
seats installed.  Since it was too cold for me to do any 
work in my own garage, the shop owner had given me 
permission to work on my car while it sat in his heated 
shop.  A man came by and knocked on the windshield 
while I was upside down under the dash replacing the 

original radio speaker.  The man was Jack Treadwell who 
was a member of the Mason-Dixon NCRS chapter. He 
introduced himself and invited me to join the chapter.  
He also suggested I should have the car flight judged 
because of its condition and originality. And as you 
probably already guessed, that’s how I got hooked.  

It happens to most of us the same way:

First you have the car judged by a local chapter.  
Surprisingly, it earns a Top Flight award on its first 
time out. You read over the completed judging sheets 
and someone says, “To Top Flight again at the Regional 
level, all you need to do is this…”  

Second, you fix, replace and correct everything you can 
afford to do on the car and have it judged at the Regional 
level. It Top Flights again.  All is good!  You read over 

the judging sheets and 
someone says, “To Top 
Flight again at the National 
level, all you need to do is 
this…”

Third, it seems to become 
your darkest obsession to 
correct every little point-
stealer on your vehicle. 
Suddenly you stop 
reading all your monthly 
car enthusiast magazines 
and spend all your free 
time consuming the 
detailed information in the 
purple-cover Technical 

Information Manual & Judging Guide. You learn the 
difference between what is considered a “Mechanical” 
part and what is a “Chassis” part. Eventually you stop 
looking at the Table of Contents for the section of your 
Corvette you’re working on, and flip right to the correct 
page number without even thinking twice about it. Then 
you begin the hunt for the correct windshield wiper blade 
inserts with little rubber bumps running across the face 
of the blade…

Before long, a shiny laminated color-coded electrical 
diagram appears on your garage wall. Next to that is a 
poster with pictures of the head stampings of just about 
every bolt on your car. You fall asleep at night worrying 
if all four of the bolts holding your front anti-roll bar to 
the frame have a ‘WB 2C’ on them.   
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Pretty soon you lose the ability to look under the hood of 
someone else’s Corvette without noticing every incorrect 
piece, missing decal or date stamp. You’re done for, 
you’re toast, and the NCRS insignia on your shirt and 
cap attest to it.  

I had arrived at just this point in time with my Goldwood 
’65. I decided in June of 2009 to put the car through a 
total frame-on restoration. My cousin and I started by 
repainting the frame with POR15 and a thorough cleaning 
and repainting of the engine bay. We rebuilt the engine, 
transmission, differential, rear trailing arms, power 
brake reservoir and did a four wheel disc brake overhaul 
with all new brake lines. More than 100 body parts were 
media blasted and repainted or coated in their correct 
original factory-correct finishes. The actual restoration 
photos are available for viewing at midyear.org under 
“Photo Gallery”, and then by clicking “Restoration 
Photos 1965.” 

Also the car’s air conditioning system was completely sorted 
out and works great. When finished, the car’s mechanicals 
are better than factory original. I kept most of the original 
parts that I had to replace. I also had the original damage 
to the front right fender repaired by the talented owner of a 
local body shop.  

The car was judged at the 2010 
NCRS National Convention 
in Charlotte, North Carolina 
where it achieved a score 
of 95.4% and another “TOP 
FLIGHT” award. The score 
was achieved despite the 
deductions for radial tires and 
the beautiful (but incorrect) 
1966 black-finned Western 
Wheel knockoffs.    

In April of 2011 I drove the car 
to Charlotte again and entered 
the car for AACA (Antique 
Automobile Club of America) 
Regional judging for originality 
and condition.  It captured a 
National “First Class” Award and 
is now classified as a “Junior” 
winner in the Early Corvette class.  

In October of 2011 I completed a 
road tour to Illinois to personally 
meet five of the previous owners 

and Stephen Anthony’s eldest son Jordan. This is where 
the pictures of the previous owners came from. I feel the 
story of the car’s history has come to life through the 
many contacts I have had with the previous owners. It is 
really incredible that all of the car’s owners are about the 
same age. We owned the Corvette at very different times 
in our lives but we are all now in our late fifties or early 
sixties. Even more unusual is five of the eight owners 
still live within a thirty mile radius of where they were 
living when they owned the car. That is what made it so 
easy for me to visit with everyone: one drive one place.  

Every one of my Corvette’s previous owners loves cars, 
Corvettes in particular. I encourage anyone who does a 
restoration on an early Corvette and has previous owner’s 
information and the spare time, to make the same trip. It 
was a very rewarding and educational experience.

In April of 2012 my wife and I drove to Hampton, Virginia 
for a road tour of the site of the upcoming 2013 NCRS 
National Convention. The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the 
NCRS will be hosting the event and our car was videotaped 
at the convention center, on the road and at many of the 
attractions that will be available for convention attendees 
in 2013. The video is currently available to play at the 

NCRS.org website for anyone 
interested in attending the 
national convention in 2013. 

In September of 2012 Dee and 
I participated in the fall 2012 
Freedom Road Rally which 
took place in western North 
Carolina.  Seventeen couples 
drove the tour in a variety of 
pre-1974 classic cars.  The 
seven-day 700-mile trip took 
us to a number of car, truck, 
motorcycle and train museums.  
There was an overnight stay in 
Cherokee, NC, and a trip to a 
Ford parts manufacturing plant.  
A drive down the Blue Ridge 
Parkway led to a tour of the 
Biltmore estate and a number 
of private car collections.  The 
Corvette performed flawlessly 
throughout the journey.

Frank and Dee O’Donnell
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 NCRS Judging History
(Or what happens to the guy who insists on driving his 45 year-old car to judging events) 

2006 Chapter Judging
Banner Elk, NC:
Top Flight Award   Score:  94.8%

STORY:  I always drive my car to judging events.  I buy 
my cars to drive and enjoy.  I share the belief with most 
of you that cars were built to be driven; not trailered.  
Just to be on the safe side, sometimes my wife follows 
behind me in her car just in case a problem develops.  

On the way to the judging, the water pump failed on 
the interstate about an hour’s travel from Roanoke, 
Virginia where we lived at the time. (This again 
confirmed my wife’s common-sense belief that 40 
year-old cars should be trailered, rather than driven 
on long journeys.) A call to AAA late on a Friday 
afternoon is something I wish to happen to no other 
person. After 1½ hours of waiting on the side of the 
interstate, the local AAA rollback truck driver slowed 
down, looked the car over and drove right on past, not 
even bothering to stop and talk to us. Two hours later 
a second rollback truck did pick up the car and agreed 
to take us back to Roanoke. 

During the ride back, I called my mechanic (who just 
happened to be working late at his shop that Friday 
night prepping his race car for the next day) and he 
agreed to install a new water pump, if I could possibly 
find the correct one in town. It was now 8:30 p.m. and 
my local Advance Auto store where I always shopped 
didn’t have one in stock, but they could have one by 
8 a.m. the next morning. Problem was, the car was 
supposed to be in Banner Elk, NC at that exact same 
time to start my flight judging.  

However, upon hearing my story and knowing how 
much work I had done to get the car ready for the 
judging, the assistant manager at the Advance Auto 
volunteered to drive over to the company’s warehouse, 
pick up the correct water pump and deliver it himself to 
my mechanic’s garage where the car had been towed.  

Two hours later, the new water pump was painted and 
installed, and my wife and I were back on the road 
again for the second time. We arrived at the host hotel 
in Banner Elk, NC at 3:30 a.m. in time for that morning’s 

judging. This is one of the best examples I know 
proving that there aren’t any better, more considerate 
people in the world as those people involved in the old 
car hobby. 

2008 Regional Judging
Seven Springs, PA:
Second Flight Award Score: 90.9%

STORY:  The one judging story where there were no 
mishaps in the journey to the event.  Also the lowest 
judging score the car ever received at an NCRS event.

2009 Chapter Judging
Havre de Grace, MD:
Top Flight Award Score: 95.3%

STORY: I had just finished the car’s second major 
restoration and the car was extensively cleaned top to 
bottom and a new coat of wax applied to the exterior.  
With 0% precipitation called for in the weather report, 
it was raining heavily that morning. I had planned to 
take back roads to avoid traffic and the rain spray from 
the 18 wheelers.  After being on the road for twenty 
minutes my gps completely died and I was in the 
middle of rural Maryland with no idea where I was or 
which way to go.  It was about this time that I realized 
that I had checked everything except the fluid level in 
the automatic transmission. I had neglected to top it 
off after changing the filter. A Corvette with the two-
speed Powerglide doesn’t go very fast when it won’t 
shift out of first gear for lack of fluid. I stopped at 
four rural convenience stores before I found one that 
stocked ATF.  

Trip time to event: 1 1/2 hours:  actual drive time 3 
hours.  When I finally arrived for the judging, the car 
was filthy from the drive and the sides were covered 
with wet leaves.  Luckily, the judges were very 
understanding (because I chose to drive and not to 
trailer) and worked me into the event upon arriving 
late.  Turns out this would not be the first time I would 
be late to arrive at a judged event.   
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2009 Regional Judging
Charlotte, NC:
Top Flight Award Score: 97.9%

STORY: After doing extensive work on the car to 
improve the Flight score from the previous Regional 
event in Pennsylvania, I drove the Corvette the eight 
hours from my home in Baltimore to Charlotte, NC.   
It ran beautifully the entire trip and even managed to 
pass a few gas stations along the way. Upon arriving 
at Lowe’s Motor Speedway where the event was being 
held, the judging crew waved me right into the garage 
to place my car in its parking spot.  Flanked on all sides 
by $100,000+ Corvettes and still warm from the long 
journey, I put the car in park and shut off the engine.  
Immediately the automatic transmission belched three 
warm quarts of fluid onto the pristine painted floor of 
the speedway show garage. What a sight to see! A 
dozen well-dressed Corvette owners gathering rolls 
of paper towels and rummaging through trash cans 
for anything they could find to sop up the red river 
that was running out from under my car. Once again, 
car people are the best people. The car still managed 
to Top Flight with a score of 97.9% even without 
transmission fluid.

2010 National Judging
Charlotte, NC:
Top Flight Award:  Score 95.4%

STORY:  After working most of the night to finish all the 
last-minute details, I headed out for Charlotte, NC from 
my home in Troy, VA.  It would be a five to six hour drive 
if all went well.  On the way to the event two different 
spring clamps holding heater hoses failed during the trip 
due to the 95-degree weather. Both times I had to wait for 
the car to cool down to make the repairs under the hood. 
There was also a “scraping” sound coming from the right 
rear that increased in rhythm as my speed increased. I 
could not isolate where the sound was coming from so 
I continued to drive the car towards Charlotte, keeping 
the car’s speed around 50 mph. I had to have the car 
parked in position at the speedway by 5:00 p.m. when 
the gates closed or I would be disqualified from the 
judging all together. Knowing I was going to be late, I 
called ahead and the head judge gave me until 6:00 p.m. 
to arrive before they would close the gates for the day. 
I calculated I would be there by 5:30 p.m. if all went 
well.  Coming into Salisbury on the way to Charlotte, 
I drove through a terrible rain storm that changed into 
hail.  Surrounded by three other lanes of stalled traffic, 
I sat helpless as the hail pelted the car.  I was thinking, 
“Hmmmm, hail…if hail will dent a metal body, will it 
crack a fiberglass one?”  Finally the hail changed back 
to rain and traffic began to move once again. It was 5:30 
p.m. already and I was 30 minutes away. I picked up 
my speed with visions of my rear end in flames, due 
to the increasing louder scraping noise. I arrived at the 
speedway at 5:57 p.m. being the very last car to qualify 
for Flight Judging at the entire event. As it turned out, 
fiberglass stands up better to hail than metal does, and 
luckily there was no damage.

Judging on the National level was intense! I lost all 
available 85 points for exterior paint, because the finish 
looked better than factory original. I also lost all 35 
points available for the “engine stamp pad finish” as 
the non-parallel broach marks were marred when the 
engine head was decked during the seventies.  But even 
with both these deductions (and the points I always 
lose for adding radial tires and a passenger side mirror 
for safety), the Sting Ray still tallied a 95%-to-original 
score at the Corvette National judging level. This was the 
judging event that taught me once and for all to drive to 
the competition the day before it is scheduled to begin 
and reserve a nearby place to stay.
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AACA Judging History
2011 National Spring Meet
Charlotte, NC:
National First Place Award 

STORY: I joined the local Antique Automobile 
Club of America chapter in Charlottesville, VA and 
learned how to prepare and show the car per the 
organization’s requirements. The AACA judging 
is less stringent than NCRS standards.  However, 
there is a greater emphasis on how the car looks 
and larger point penalties for things like radial 
tires. The car is now classified as a “Junior” award 
winner and it qualifies me to enter the car again to 
win a “Senior” award.

In April of this year I 
entered the Sting Ray in 
the University of Virginia’s 
annual Auto Club car show.  
It captured its first “Best of 
Show” award going head to 
head with some of the most 
popular brands of late 60’s 
Detroit Iron, Germany’s 
finest marques and a host 
of British classics. Best of 
all was this unusual and 
very appropriate trophy 
designed by the University’s 
engineering department!

COMING FULL CIRCLE

During my eight years of ownership, it became 
my hope that when I finished restoring this 
almost 50-year-old car, it might somehow find 

its way back to the first family to have owned it, the 
Anthonys. Stephen, the husband of Karen who the 
car was originally ordered for, had always shown a 
continued interest in the car and its progress. We had 
kept in touch with each other over the years and each 
time the Goldwood Yellow Corvette won an award or 
appeared in a video online I would e-mail Stephen and 
share the news. It was obvious the Corvette held a 
special place for him and his two sons who still refered 
to the Vette affectionately as “Karen’s Car.” Then 
this past Christmas, 
Stephen sent me an 
e-mail saying that he 
had an empty space in 
a garage that needed 
to be filled.

In May of this year 
Stephen and his son 
Adam visited me to 
see the automobile 
again and drive the 
car. It had been over 
40 years since he had 
driven the car, but 

upon entering the car and getting behind the wheel 
Stephen instinctively knew where the lever was to 
adjust the seat. While at the house he shared a story 
that when his wife first got the car as a teenager, she 
and her friends would scrape together a few quarters, 
buy a few gallons of gas and drive around town looking 
so “cool” in the new Corvette.  

We made a deal that day for Stephen to re-purchase the 
car his wife had always loved so much. I feel so lucky 
to have had a part in restoring the car to its former 
glory and being able to enjoy driving and owning it 
along the way. How fitting is it that this 1965 yellow, 

special-order birthday 
present Corvette could 
once again become 
part of the first owner’s 
family? What a perfect 
ending to its rich 
history to have the car 
come full circle and be 
passed down to the two 
sons in loving memory 
of their Mother.

Sometimes, it is as 
much about the people 
as it is about the car.
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Removing Paint from my ‘66 Seatbacks
by Don Zullinger

I stopped at the local Sherwin Williams to discuss with 
them if their auto division had anything. They did not 
even know how to get in touch with their auto division! 
On the way out the door I looked at their paint removers. 
There was one paint remover called “Smart Strip” by 
Dumond (Photo #1). The label says it can be used on 
virtually anything. The product description says it is 
classified as non-hazardous, is pH neutral, contains 
no ethylene chloride, caustic elements or VOCs and is 
100% biodegradable. I e-mailed the company, explained 
what I wanted to do. They were a little apprehensive and 
were not sure it could be used on plastic, but sent me a 
small sample to try.

This product is like marshmallow cream. I used the back 
of a seatback and followed their instructions to test small 
areas at varying times to see if it softened the plastic. I did 
small test areas for 1-, 5-, 10-, and 15- minute intervals. 
Nothing, it just wiped off without any effects. I then 
proceeded with a test area on the painted side. I again 
used 1-, 5-, 10-, then 15-minute intervals. Not much 
happened on the 1-, 5-, 10-minute except you could 
tell it was making the paint gooey but at 15-minute, the 
paint was softened and I could just wipe it off. I thought 
maybe 20 minutes might do better, but the Smart Strip 
seemed to start evaporating. The instructions say you 
can apply additional amounts up to 1/8” thick, but I did 

At the time that I purchased my ‘66, I belonged to a 
local Corvette club and had just joined NCRS. I had 

no inkling that I would body on restore this car, yet alone 
have it judged in NCRS. Therefore a nice general cleaning 
was in order and there were some things needing a coat 
of paint.

I had read and heard that Krylon 1613 was the paint 
that most closely matched GM’s color. So Krylon 1613 
became my friend and I used it on many things. Problem 
is, during restoration some or most of these things now 
needed to be stripped and re-done because I either had 
to change the color, sheen, or I had entirely too much 
paint. (More paint lasts longer, right?)

I thought I had everything back to the way it should 
be until I went before the judges! At a Regional meet, 
the Interior Judges told me my seatbacks were way to 
smooth and there was no grain in the material. I knew 
the problem and I was not going to tell them, that more 
paint lasts longer!

This winter, the seatbacks had to be re-done. First thing I 
needed to do was get the old paint off. My plans were to 
clean them up and then I wanted to dust them with some 
black dye but not enough to hide the grain.

My many inquiries led me to believe they were likely 
plastic. I needed a product that would be gentle 
enough as not to soften the back. Because it was 
winter, I wanted to do this work in my workshop. 
Since that is located in my basement, I needed 
something I could use indoors. I searched the 
NCRS Discussion Archives and only found 
comments recommending stripping the paint 
but found no solutions as to what products to 
use. I posed the question on the Discussion 
Board. Not many results except to possibly 
use lacquer thinner or Citrus Strip. I googled 
stripping paint off of plastic and made a list of 
suggested products such as Citrus Strip, DOT 2 
Brake Fluid, Easy Off or Mr. Muscle over cleaner, 
Klean Strip, Isopropyl Alcohol and the list goes 
on. I also e-mailed several companies with no 
results.

1
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minutes to see if it had stripped all the paint or if there 
was more to be taken off. It had removed all the paint 
the first time.

During my test phase I was sent another sample to try. It 
was a product called “Sprayon” SP405 ECO-Grade Paint 
& Adhesive Remover. I tested it and it also removed the 
paint after a 10 minute wait. My problem was that it was 
flammable, required the use of gloves and I did not want 
to use it indoors. It seemed like a good product, did 
not harm the plastic and cleaned the searbacks in one 
application. If I was working outside, then this would 
have been the quicker product to use. 

not. Fifteen minutes seemed 
the right time. I did not even 
need gloves, except when 
cleaning the paint off, when 
it got messy, especially 
with black paint. This is the 
product to use.

Go to their web site www.dumondchemicals.com and 
put in your zip code and it will provide you with the 
companies that handle their product in your area.

I first built a crudely raised platform 
(Photo #2) so the back would not 
sag as I worked with removing the 
paint. A piece of additional blocking 
was needed when I reached the upper 
portion of the back because it is 
deeper.

I started with taping areas about 
5” wide across the back and then I 
applied the Smart Strip (Photo #3). I 
used a timer for the 15 minutes and 
when ready, I used a small piece of 
leather from a belt as a squeegee to 
scrape across the back to remove the paint (Photo #4). 
The instructions say to use a putty knife but I did not 
want to use anything sharp, for fear of gouging the back. 
The leather worked very well. I would wipe across it, 
wipe it clean on paper towels, them continue wiping until 
I had removed the Smart Strip.

I then used 100% denatured alcohol (Photo #5) to wipe 
and clean the small amounts remaining (Photo #6). It 
dries very quickly and leaves no residue. One should use 
gloves when using this type of alcohol.

I assume you could use the denatured alcohol found at 
hardware stores but since I have never used it, I do not 
know how well it cleans. I bought the 100% denatured 
alcohol at a local pharmacy. It is harder to find and 
some pharmacies may need to order it in. The cost is 
approximately $15 for a pint.

I also did an additional test. After an area was dry, I 
applied a second coat of Smart Strip for an additional 15 

3
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Jim Board (#8093) celebrated the 50th birthday of 
his 1963 Sting Ray in a common, and also unusual 

way, with a birthday cake. It wasn’t just any birthday 
cake: it was a three dimensional Split Window Coupe 
Cake. 

The Corvette birthday party took place during a 
Saturday morning Cars & Coffee near Jim’s home in 
Great Falls, Virginia. “I’ve never seen a birthday cake 
get so much attention before,” Jim observed. “The 
Cars & Coffee crowd loved it.” 

Kimberly McDonald of Simply Desserts in Chantilly, 
VA made the playful cake. It wasn’t Kimberly’s 
first car cake, but it was her first Corvette. (www.
simplydessertsonline.com)

Capturing the highly-sculpted C2 shape in cake wasn’t 
easy. “Kimberly did an awesome job with the cake, 
the details she included were incredible.” The cake 

Celebrating The Big Five-O
(Not Jim’s...the Corvettes’s!)

was complete with Corvette emblems, windshield 
wipers, door handles, detailed hubcaps on Oreo 
cookie tires, and wrap around bumpers, even a radio 
antenna. “But NCRS judges might have hit me with a 
paint deduction,” Jim joked.

When it came time to serve the cake, Jim admits to 
hesitating. “Plunging a knife into a Corvette, even one 
made of cake, never feels right.” 
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The Fountain of Youth: 
Their Corvette Keeps Them Young
by Dan DePumpo

As the owner of a 1965 roadster, I always enjoy 
seeing other Corvettes on the road. A few times 

in my Alexandria, Virginia neighborhood I spotted a 
snappy looking older gentleman driving a beautiful 1966 
Mosport Green Corvette with a hardtop, but I was unable 
to determine where he lived. One day while driving my 
Vette I spotted the car in a garage a few miles from my 
house. I parked in front of the house, and was greeted 
by a woman gardening in the yard. We commented on 
each other’s cars, and she said that her husband would 
be excited to meet me and to talk cars. That was when I 
met Lt. Col. Goodwin “Gordon” Littig, USAF, ret. and his 
wife Betty. 

I was amazed to learn that Gordon is the original owner 
of the car, and even more amazed that he purchased the 
car just before he retired after 24 years as a USAF pilot.  

Gordon still drives the car regularly and has accumulated 
over 242,000 miles.

I thought NCRS members would enjoy learning about 
Gordon, Betty, and their one-owner Corvette.  I asked 
if he minded if I included his age, and he said that his 
sweet wife of 63 years said that I should just mention 
that they are “senior citizens.” I’m sure that one could 
write a book on the fun times that Gordon and his wife 
have enjoyed with their Corvette since 1966. Gordon 
provided me with a letter explaining the history of the car 
which I have included below.  As noted in his letter, he 
has driven the car on both the east and west coasts.  He 
also provided copies of the original Quotation and Order 
for the car. The handwritten Order is difficult to read, so 
I have summarized it below.
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I was amused to realize that I was a mere 44 days old 
when Gordon retired from the Air Force on May 1, 
1967. Gordon purchased his vette from Dudley Martin 
Chevrolet, which is still operating in Manassas Virginia.  
I thought it was interesting that the car Order form 
was signed by J. Dudley Martin, Jr., President.  I can’t 
imagine today buying a car from the actual named owner 
of a dealership, or possibly his son.

Another Corvette enthusiast couple in the neighborhood, 
Warren and Georgia Harlow, periodically organize a 
small gathering for Cars & Coffee on Sunday mornings 

Gordon’s Letter
May 2, 2013

Dear Good Friend Dan:

Recently you inquired regarding the ownership of my 1966 Corvette.  I was 
still on active duty as a USAF Pilot when I took delivery on February 3, 1966.  
I retired from the Air Force on May 1, 1967, having served a little over 24 
years of active service.  I then was employed by private business for nearly 20 
years.  During all this time I drove my ‘vette to work, on vacation, and during 
my present retirement.  It has a little over 242,000 miles on the speedometer.

I have just about all the paper work done on the engine in a file.  It has been 
repainted twice, Mosport Green, the original color.  For about 20 years the 
mechanic’s name was Dave Mann, owner of the D.A.M. Garage 8457 Richmond 
Highway, Alexandria, Virginia.  Dave is now retired and lives in Florida.

I was an avid trout fly fisherman for many years and often drove from my home 
in Alexandria to Petersburg, West Virginia.  I enjoyed particular the drive on 
US 55 from Front Royal to Petersburg and return, thru the mountains.

My last private employer sent me, with my wife accompanying me, to monitor 
the construction of a new manufacturing plant to be built outside of Beaverton, 
Oregon.  We rented a condo in a small town near Tigard, Oregon, named King 
City, Oregon for two years.  Imagine my surprise, to learn my employer decided 
to load my vette into a moving van, and send it to me.  It came thru great, and 
when my work was done in Oregon, arranged to send it back to me in Virginia.

Oregon is a beautiful state, and during the long weekends, my wife would 
prepare a lunch, and we would drive in the Corvette exploring the state’s 
ocean and mountain tourist centers.  Whenever we stopped, there were many 
Oregonians, viewing my Virginia license plates, wondering why we were so far 
from home.

As ever, Gordon

at our neighborhood shopping plaza. Recently I invited 
Gordon to join us. Sure enough, Gordon arrived after 
church wearing a suit and driving his beautiful Corvette.  
He regretted that he was only able to stay for a short 
time since he had to return to the church to pick up his 
wife after social hour. He told me that he was a wise man 
and that in 63 years of marriage he has learned not to be 
late in picking his wife up from church!  

If anyone would like to share comments with Gordon, 
please send them to me at atedepumpo@cox.net, and I 
will forward them.    
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Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Bob Baird / (804) 368-8465 / envcons@ comcast.net

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.

Summary of Handwritten Purchase Order:

Cash Delivered Price of Unit $4151.00

4-season air conditioning (unclear)
Includes 61 amp Delcotron generator) $409.88

300 HP V-8 std.

Powerglide Transmission $193.44

Positraction rear axle (3.08) $41.82

Tinted window-all $15.68

AM/FM PB radio (power antenna) $197.62

Auxiliary Hard Top $230.03

Traffic Hazard warning switch $11.50

Thinline whitewall tires $31.13 

Total Price of Unit $5282.10

Down payment  $100.00

Discount $881.96
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Application 
and Renewal 2013

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

MAC/NCRS
Reid Newcomb, Membership Chairman

5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324
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5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324

NCRS 
2013 National Convention 

The Year of the ‘63 


